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BLACK COCKATOO — CONSERVATION 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [2.07 pm]: I inform the house of important 
initiatives to conserve black cockatoos that have been carried out by the Liberal–National government. 
Western Australia has three threatened black cockatoo species: the Carnaby’s black-cockatoo, the 
Baudin’s black-cockatoo and the Forest red-tailed black-cockatoo. Black cockatoos are long-lived, slow-
breeding birds that display strong pair bonds and probably mate for life. These characteristics exacerbate impacts 
on these species and make population recovery very slow. Since 2008, more than $20 million has been invested 
through environmental offsets linked to development approvals to protect Western Australia’s black cockatoos. 
Protecting breeding and feeding habitat is the key to conserving black cockatoos and a number of initiatives are 
focused on this critical work. Land acquisitions made through offsets, target breeding locations and more than 
500 hectares of new habitat has been created in the Perth region through revegetation programs. In addition, 
more than 600 hectares of existing black cockatoo habitat in the Perth region has been improved. 

A new Department of Parks and Wildlife fire management plan for the greater Perth region includes objectives to 
increase the proportion of banksia woodland that is unburnt for at least eight to 16 years to increase food 
availability for Carnaby’s cockatoos. Initiatives to improve black cockatoo breeding success include collaboration 
between the Department of Parks and Wildlife and BirdLife Australia in constructing and providing artificial 
hollows in key wheatbelt breeding sites. The department is monitoring breeding success at a number of wheatbelt 
breeding locations. At Coomallo Creek near Badgingarra the efficacy of 60 artificial hollows is being tested against 
natural hollows, and more than 50 derelict natural hollows have been restored. As part of the strategic assessment of 
development in the Perth and Peel regions under the commonwealth’s Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999, methods are being developed and data analysed to assess the impacts of proposed 
developments on black cockatoos, including predicting the effect of the removal of pine trees and banksia 
woodland on Carnaby’s cockatoos. The Department of Parks and Wildlife is also building on Carnaby’s cockatoo 
population viability analysis work undertaken by the commonwealth, which is leading to a better understanding of 
the risks to the population. Work being done to assist Baudin’s cockatoos includes providing offset seed funding for 
a proof-of-concept trial of satellite tracking of two birds being undertaken by Dr Kris Warren of Murdoch 
University. In the south west, retention of important black cockatoo habitat such as large marri trees is included in 
the “Forest management plan 2014–2023”. I look forward to providing the house with further updates on the 
progress of efforts to conserve these magnificent birds. 
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